
CRS and Youth Community Israel Update:

Our hearts break as we watch the news from Israel. Hundreds of innocent people have

been killed, injured, and abducted. Our thoughts are with all of those who are

suffering in the wake of these terrorist acts by Hamas.

The current war in Israel is dominating the news cycle around the world—no matter

how much we try to protect our children, they are exposed to horrifying stories,

images, and videos. Here are some resources that will help guide conversations with

your children.

● Resilience in a time of war: Tips for parents and teachers of elementary

school children

● How to Talk to Children About the Conflict in Israel

● Terrorism and War: How to talk to Children

● Videos to Help Parents and Kids Talk About Scary Situations

Guidelines on How to Address the War in Israel with Children

Prepare Yourself for the Conversation: As parents, it is important that we do our

best to speak to our children from a place of calm. As difficult as it is at this time,

children look to their parents for guidance and support. Before engaging with your

children, take a few moments to regulate your emotions and gather your own

thoughts.

Always use facts and encourage questions: It is important to acknowledge that this

is difficult and painful for adults as well, and that we don’t have all the answers. Talk

to your children in a factual and age appropriate manner. It is essential that children

hear facts from parents rather than using social media and other outside sources for

their information. Closely monitor your child's use of social media during these times

as explicit and graphic content can be traumatizing to children.

Validate your child’s emotions: There are no “normal” reactions to abnormal

situations. Validate whatever emotions your child is feeling and give them the

opportunity to ask any questions they may have. Acknowledge that the unknown can

be unsettling and anxiety-provoking. Additionally, remind your child that it is normal

and okay to feel multiple emotions. Reassure your child that having fun with friends

and enjoying school does not take away from any sadness or worry they may feel.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l-M236XotNI_JrCISqSITN0WFkGjMAeBfgeGXTcyU-5x2ffoJKNqZA59eIduNPyFmJ7itB_YdttvEXGd5Sj1qfAUs2rjQ3EuooUPl56hs6FA7HeUVO4FQvFl2r94RzSdn8P7-96wBuyeeWuZdSGU1szNpqGDrBwtrPC416KEJDspGyEPBA3QL_09M633T02AJI4pW-CHfXCMa1gUt9NAPd4E8Cy1srwO244zzcKh8beuyIT42amHLVKe9VvVP6E9gWReSCFgb2xAFXq8YwlxgI0fG56LoY0X59tlYXO3hvrBYiq-zOI_hQ2wkvVhz67g4A8macvNwm7WUynVvJPUwQvGzl1I8K2EhaY9z9e836rbj6XE8HWnYlPLFRPEEfW2EWVwNWppAmMVx9IFQKBHzOThHkMXQ7jGMIVtUL_oh5pek376bc7cRgrKqMvkY12FOJrNH3vSl7PVzVcgVexusQVgixM13tzyEHzREb5ATwRL-GTFVX9M7kf9L4LdNWUjb0RJ-tkgiVw7PtRzxoHbDA==&c=X4e0osFy50uqpvQ3T3orj0clNEzOiuRtRDpvN7yqag4rufKX4SusyQ==&ch=nBA-9I9uFPLiIWUrSQltmLVRqf_qD5zcvAXrq_YVxDLmIRAZ6ytocA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l-M236XotNI_JrCISqSITN0WFkGjMAeBfgeGXTcyU-5x2ffoJKNqZA59eIduNPyFmJ7itB_YdttvEXGd5Sj1qfAUs2rjQ3EuooUPl56hs6FA7HeUVO4FQvFl2r94RzSdn8P7-96wBuyeeWuZdSGU1szNpqGDrBwtrPC416KEJDspGyEPBA3QL_09M633T02AJI4pW-CHfXCMa1gUt9NAPd4E8Cy1srwO244zzcKh8beuyIT42amHLVKe9VvVP6E9gWReSCFgb2xAFXq8YwlxgI0fG56LoY0X59tlYXO3hvrBYiq-zOI_hQ2wkvVhz67g4A8macvNwm7WUynVvJPUwQvGzl1I8K2EhaY9z9e836rbj6XE8HWnYlPLFRPEEfW2EWVwNWppAmMVx9IFQKBHzOThHkMXQ7jGMIVtUL_oh5pek376bc7cRgrKqMvkY12FOJrNH3vSl7PVzVcgVexusQVgixM13tzyEHzREb5ATwRL-GTFVX9M7kf9L4LdNWUjb0RJ-tkgiVw7PtRzxoHbDA==&c=X4e0osFy50uqpvQ3T3orj0clNEzOiuRtRDpvN7yqag4rufKX4SusyQ==&ch=nBA-9I9uFPLiIWUrSQltmLVRqf_qD5zcvAXrq_YVxDLmIRAZ6ytocA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l-M236XotNI_JrCISqSITN0WFkGjMAeBfgeGXTcyU-5x2ffoJKNqZA59eIduNPyFe9x63mOwaAiVAsJppWQS64WB90F5zyxjM2_tp281d-p5UsEOFl3e5IwXUeiFv52m4pcTm87sHUsWmT4cq2Z7p1uD9ZJ6pVueTgwb3HmnrL7xSZ9FYGrW1JVQRFj8cJgcsc2VACKY410byRuvchj5LpeOSuHQz1FOE7_jvsEfsJp5dRInSofUZGJcQNpAzfmn5eTu1B3DVxHiKEkbcPX649IxFGUSFKL2UCIAdJ4GDu54oVxgpcjgvtwl6T_9l-tdjpU2BZAesBr8TFP8ozxdOSMZPGFv0C7kfs_Mq7po--SWf2KKI1jnxTS-A8GQ-vlFm48g7HlypoFBYmwybmX2D8_9ulsaaEUlWNYFoWUnAvd-zE03LEpPssbZGun9XNzaQnfgpzswvCOpLayCBqWl9jtPFKEdBPcibrKZiDrmCRqB6TFnJxXx27CwwK8s2eL_cDlDkW75k06cIfDfFdwhnDR24QBSi_qUFjjL-hasWNM=&c=X4e0osFy50uqpvQ3T3orj0clNEzOiuRtRDpvN7yqag4rufKX4SusyQ==&ch=nBA-9I9uFPLiIWUrSQltmLVRqf_qD5zcvAXrq_YVxDLmIRAZ6ytocA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l-M236XotNI_JrCISqSITN0WFkGjMAeBfgeGXTcyU-5x2ffoJKNqZA59eIduNPyF7rWqtkY0Y1JZ9Gmrqwh2L25yCmQb_7BKA7LnyOcFrjREKG2MWKHXQCHpIJ_loWPktAUqGH1t-45sQM3JnlNQBV7O0FzZNPvOWe7If3q58EWX4C3DZA_iYFBKjLAOLX8z-owlu3ZITrlPpVs__VniABCvwKL2kTiiNq8oS4E2H4lFBfInHz_GfTylqnDCzWEAeQ0QX7psST3wI_2F3w-djibbN5rdwYsaMBOf-HMtpXs=&c=X4e0osFy50uqpvQ3T3orj0clNEzOiuRtRDpvN7yqag4rufKX4SusyQ==&ch=nBA-9I9uFPLiIWUrSQltmLVRqf_qD5zcvAXrq_YVxDLmIRAZ6ytocA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l-M236XotNI_JrCISqSITN0WFkGjMAeBfgeGXTcyU-5x2ffoJKNqZA59eIduNPyFGnJgosCNfI1UABTJ0BtGhIY2XeiafdFzL1pkE_0xAXM1bdIZBdozapUpjMIGBqc6ihjsHRD-y5L4n6dv4fOGIXGmlR7-c-B3H2TGqBq5E6ij-Y5-cBfgWS-4fwWF5-sTkNBCnvkBPINhRu2FPtFKh2NAv4rcmabdFSXGzMv1vNOwIfptTD3mnw==&c=X4e0osFy50uqpvQ3T3orj0clNEzOiuRtRDpvN7yqag4rufKX4SusyQ==&ch=nBA-9I9uFPLiIWUrSQltmLVRqf_qD5zcvAXrq_YVxDLmIRAZ6ytocA==


Model healthy coping strategies: Share with your child what your coping skills are

and why they feel helpful to you (ex: “When I feel worried, I find it helpful to take a

few deep breaths…”). While it is ok for them to see that it is difficult for you, it is

also important that they see your strength and stability to maintain their sense of

safety.

Reaching out for additional support: Check in with your child over the coming days

as the situation develops to see how they are feeling. If your child experiences

ongoing difficulties with sleep, changes in mood, changes in appetite, etc., consider

reaching out for additional support.


